Biographies 2009-2010 Franklin

Lou Arcovio Director
Lou has been at Plowshares since 1981.  He's been a Preschool Teacher and Coordinator; a K-6th After School Coordinator; an Assistant Director; Middle School After School Program Coordinator; and a Director.  He also serves as Kindergarten-3rd Grade Summer Camp Director and Swimming Coordinator; Scholarship Program Administrator; and Newton After School Assoc. Basketball Commissioner for the 3rd-5th grade League, and the K-2nd grade Learning League (a game he and the kids invented 22 years ago).  He has experience working with children from ages 2 - 14.
Lou came to Newton in 1979 from Erie, Pa. He went to Penn State University, getting a degree in Individual and Family Studies, with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education.   He moved to Boston to go to Graduate School.  He attended Wheelock College's Masters Degree program in the Leadership in Early Childhood Program   He has experience and training in working with children with Special Needs and children with Allergies.  He currently serves on the Board of the Newton Community Partnership Council for Children and Families, and has been a member for over 20 years.
Lou has three children who went to school in Newton.  All three attended Plowshares Preschool and After School programs through the 6th grade. 
He also coached Girls Basketball and Softball travel teams, for ages 10 to 18, for 8 years.  
Angela (2-5 Coordinator/Assistant Director)
Angela is originally from Lewiston, Maine and now lives in Newton. She attended the University of Maine at Farmington where she earned her B.S. in Elementary Education and Language Arts.  Before coming to Plowshares 8 years ago, Angela worked as a 6th grade teacher for 2 years and then taught a multi-grade 1st/2nd grade classroom for 2 years.  She also worked 8 years at the Auburn Recreation Department in Maine where she worked as a camp counselor, arts/crafts coordinator, and program director.  
Danielle Kindergarten/1st Grade Coordinator
Danielle lives in Waltham.  She received a Bachelor's Degree from Keene State College and has been with Plowshares for 9 years.  She has also been a Preschool teacher and a K/1 teacher at Plowshares.  Aside from Plowshares, she used to also coach softball for Waltham High School.  Her interests include playing and watching all sports and photography.  During the summer Danielle plays soccer and softball.  She worked this past summer as an aquatics director and lifeguard at the Plowshares summer programs, teaching swimming lessons.
Mia 2-5 Teacher

Mia lives in Newton and has been with the program since 2007.  Before working with Plowshares, she lived on the west coast and worked as a preschool teacher and nanny.
Joyce K/1 Teacher
Joyce has been a Preschool and an After School Teacher at Plowshares.
Joyce is originally from Newton and now lives in Needham.  She earned her B.A. in Special Education and Elementary Education.  Before she came to Plowshares 26 years ago, she worked as a special needs aide in Waltham and taught 2nd grade at St. Mary's in Brookline.  Joyce enjoys spending time with her husband, John and children, Joe and Teresa who both have attended Plowshares Programs.
Katelyn K/1 Teacher
Katelyn grew up in Chelmsford, MA and now lives in Watertown with her husband. This is Katelyn’s fourth year working at plowshares. She has a BA from Roger Williams University and an M.Ed in Elementary Education from Lesley University. Katelyn is a certified teacher in the state of MA, and aside from Plowshares she works as an assistant in the second grade at Franklin School. When Katelyn has free time she enjoys teaching and taking dance classes in the Boston area. 
Shirley Pike
Shirley has been a teacher in the Plowshares Afterschool program for three years. She also currently works as a Speech Assistant at both Franklin and Burr Elementary schools. She has been working in Education since her graduation from Umass Amherst in 2002 with a Bachelor’s in Communication Disorders and is currently pursuing licensure in Early Education. She has always loved working with children and is delighted to continue to do so at the Franklin base program. 
 

Stephanie Cotter
Stephanie has been a teacher at the Plowshares After School Program for two years.  Aside from Plowshares she works as a Behavior Therapist at the Franklin Elementary School.  She has a BS from Northeastern University, a Master’s in Elementary Education from Lesley University, and her license to teach 1-6 in the state of Massachusetts.
Kelly Watts
Kelly has been a teacher at the Plowshares After School Program for four years.  She currently holds the record for most scoops of ice cream eaten by any student or teacher at the yearly fieldtrip to the Scooper Bowl (25 scoops).   She also works as a dog walker in the Newton area.   She enjoys photography and sports, and plays ultimate frisbee in her free time.
