Jim Robertson, M.A. Executive Director

Jim has been the Executive Director of Plowshares since 1976.  He earned his Master's Degree from Cambridge Goddard in Early Childhood Education.  Jim's undergraduate work was from UMASS Amherst and Trinity College, Oxford England.  He has done post graduate studies in management at Harvard's Continuing Education Department.  Jim's professional affiliations include senior advisory member to the Commissioner of Early Education and Care, officer for the Council of Child Development Lab Administrators, and a former officer and founder of BAEYC’s Committee on Administrative Leadership, Mass. School-Age Child Care Consortium and the Newton After School Association.  All three of Jim's children have attended Plowshares preschool and school-age programs!

Josephine Carpino, B.S.  Director of Preschool Programs, NNHS 

Jo has worked at Plowshares since 1977 coordinating toddler, preschool, lab training, school-age and inclusion programs.  Prior to working at Plowshares, Josephine worked as a head teacher at the Lemuel Shattuck Day Care Center in Jamaica Plain.  Josephine's degree in education and languages is from Boston University.  Jo is fluent in three languages and has a strong dedication to cultural diversity.  Her own experience enables her to bring sensitivity and support to non-English speaking children and their families enrolled at Plowshares.  Josephine has many professional associations.  She has been past president of the Newton After-School Association and a former member of the Advisory Committee for the Office for Children.  She is a current member of the Boston Association for the Education of Young Children, Newton North Career and Technical Education Advisory Council, Newton Early Childhood Association, the Newton Partnership for Children and Families and the Council on Child Development Laboratory Administrators.

Debra Gallagher, Office Administrator

Debra has been the Office Administrator since 1990.  She oversees all the fiscal operations, including billings, A/R, payroll and general ledger as well as computerizing and systematizing communication and record keeping.  Prior to her work here at Plowshares, Debra worked 10 years for the Brookline Cooperative Bank, three of which she served as the Assistant Treasurer.  Debra has also worked as a family child care teacher for six years.  

